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British Business Awards 2026 - New Market Entrant of the Year
Tell us how your organisation established a meaningful presence in Japan and laid the foundations for long-term growth.
The New Market Entrant of the Year Award recognises an organisation that has entered Japan with ambition, strategic clarity and tangible commitment, creating early value while building strong potential for sustained success in the market since 1 January, 2025.
Applications close at 17:00 JST on Wednesday, 30 September 2026.
The preferred method of BBA2026 application is through our dedicated system via GlueUp, however should you need an offline application form, please complete this Word document and submit a copy to info@bccjapan.com. In order for your organisation to feature prominently throughout the BBA marketing, please also ensure to send your organisation's logo in its highest quality (not .ai) when submitting your application.
If possible, please send the following logo versions:
· Official light version (white)
· Official dark version (black)
· Official (organisational colours)
We encourage at least one representative from each applicant/nominee to attend the gala on 13 November at the Fairmont Tokyo. Further information about the British Business Awards 2026 can be found on our dedicated BBA2026 awards page here.
Should you have any questions or need assistance, please get in touch with the BCCJ at info@bccjapan.com. 


Applicant Details
Organisation Name (English) *
 
Organisation Name (Japanese)
 
Organisation Website *
 
Contact Name *
 
Email *
 
Please indicate the current number of employees at your Organisation
In Japan *
 
Globally (total) *
 
Nominator Details
Please leave this field blank if the information remains unchanged from the previous entry.
Contact Name
 
Organisation Name
 
Email
 
Eligibility
Please indicate that you/your nominee is one or more of the following by boldening the appropriate option(s) below:
· British Chamber of Commerce in Japan (BCCJ) Member
· Japan-based, UK-owned Firm
· Japan-based firm, organisation or individual with significant UK links

New Market Entrant of the Year - Criteria for Application
This award recognises organisations that have entered the Japanese market since 1 January, 2025 and demonstrated ambition, strategic vision, and strong potential for sustainable growth.
Judges will consider how effectively the organisation has:
· Established its presence and position in the Japanese market
· Identified and responded to market opportunities
· Created value for Japanese stakeholders and the wider UK-Japan business relationship
· Built a foundation for long-term growth and investment
Examples of meaningful market entry may include:
· Establishing a Japanese legal entity, branch, office, or local team
· Making significant investment in Japan-based operations
· Developing strategic partnerships or joint ventures
· Launching products, services, or business models adapted for the Japanese market
Please note: Exporting products or services into Japan alone would generally not be sufficient. This award recognises organisations that have demonstrated a tangible commitment to building their presence in Japan. You may nominate your own organisation or another eligible entity. The application refers to ‘the organisation’ throughout.
1 - Overview
What is the main reason for this application? *
Briefly summarise the organisation’s entry into the Japanese market and its significance.
(Character limit: 360, about 50 words)
 
2 - Criteria for Applications
Please ensure your responses address all four criteria (a-d) below.
a. Strategic Rationale and Market Entry
Why did the organisation enter Japan, and how was this achieved? Describe the strategic rationale for entering Japan and the steps taken to establish a presence (e.g. incorporation, investment, partnerships, local team, operations, or market launch). Explain why this represents an ambitious or strategically important move.
(Character limit: 1150, approximately 175 words)
 
b. Early Achievements and Market Impact
What progress has the organisation made since entering Japan? Highlight key achievements, such as commercial results, customer growth, partnerships, investment, stakeholder engagement, or other evidence of early traction and future potential.
(Character limit: 980, approximately 150 words)
 
c. Value Creation and Local Relevance
How is the organisation creating value through its presence in Japan? Describe contributions beyond commercial activity, such as local employment, skills development, knowledge exchange, innovation, sustainability, community engagement, supply chain development, or strengthening UK-Japan connections.
(Character limit: 980, approximately 150 words)
 
d. Future Growth and Long-Term Commitment
What is the organisation's vision for growth in Japan? Outline future plans for investment, expansion, partnerships, and development in Japan, and explain how the market supports the organisation's wider objectives.
(Character limit: 850, approximately 150 words)
 
3 - Additional Achievements
You may provide up to five links to other significant achievements from the past year (e.g. awards, media coverage, product launches, or milestones).
Limit: 5 entries, each containing a title + link
 

Thank you for taking the time to showcase the organisation, its achievements, and why you believe it is New Market Entrant of the Year. When submitting this application, please ensure you also send the organisation's logo to info@bccjapan.com. 
Applications conclude on 30 September, and the BCCJ team will be in touch with you regarding next steps soon after. We look forward to celebrating your achievements on the evening of Friday, 13 November at the Fairmont Tokyo!
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