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British Business Awards 2026 - Entrepreneur or SME of the Year
Tell us how your organisation turned entrepreneurial ambition into meaningful growth in Japan this year.
The Entrepreneur or SME of the Year Award recognises an organisation that has combined entrepreneurial leadership, innovation and resilience with clear commercial success, customer impact and strong potential for future growth in Japan.
Applications close at 17:00 JST on Wednesday, 30 September 2026.
The preferred method of BBA2026 application is through our dedicated system via GlueUp, however should you need an offline application form, please complete this Word document and submit a copy to info@bccjapan.com. In order for your organisation to feature prominently throughout the BBA marketing, please also ensure to send your organisation's logo in its highest quality (not .ai) when submitting your application.
If possible, please send the following logo versions:
· Official light version (white)
· Official dark version (black)
· Official (organisational colours)
We encourage at least one representative from each applicant/nominee to attend the gala on 13 November at the Fairmont Tokyo. Further information about the British Business Awards 2026 can be found on our dedicated BBA2026 awards page here.
Should you have any questions or need assistance, please get in touch with the BCCJ at info@bccjapan.com. 


Applicant Details
Organisation Name (English) *
 
Organisation Name (Japanese)
 
Organisation Website *
 
Contact Name *
 
Email *
 
Please indicate the current number of employees at your Organisation
In Japan *
 
Globally (total) *
 
Nominator Details
Please leave this field blank if the information remains unchanged from the previous entry.
Contact Name
 
Organisation Name
 
Email
 
Eligibility
Please indicate that you/your nominee is one or more of the following by boldening the appropriate option(s) below:
· British Chamber of Commerce in Japan (BCCJ) Member
· Japan-based, UK-owned Firm
· Japan-based firm, organisation or individual with significant UK links


Entrepreneur or SME of the Year - Criteria for Application
Nominees for the Entrepreneur or SME of the Year Award must demonstrate exceptional entrepreneurial spirit, innovation, leadership, and commercial success in Japan over the past 12 months. Nominees will typically be non-listed organisations in Japan with 25 employees or fewer.
Note: You may nominate your own organisation or another organisation for this award. The questions below refer to 'the organisation' throughout.
1 - Overview
What is the main reason for this application? *
Briefly summarise the organisation's most significant entrepreneurial achievement(s) in Japan over the past year and explain why it stands out.
(Character limit: 360, about 50 words)
 
2 - Criteria for Applications
Please ensure your responses address all four criteria (a-d) below.
a. Entrepreneurial Leadership
How has the organisation demonstrated entrepreneurial leadership, innovation, and resilience in Japan over the past 12 months? Please describe key decisions, challenges overcome, opportunities pursued, or risks taken that have contributed to the organisation's success.
(Character limit: 1150, approximately 175 words)
 
b. Business Growth and Commercial Success
What commercial success has the organisation achieved over the past 12 months? Please include measurable outcomes where possible, such as revenue growth, customer acquisition, market expansion, partnerships, investment secured, new products or services launched, or other significant milestones.
(Character limit: 980, approximately 150 words)
 
c. Customer and Market Impact
How has the organisation delivered value to its customers, clients, or wider market in Japan? Please provide examples that demonstrate customer focus, innovation, responsiveness, service excellence, or the ability to solve meaningful challenges.
(Character limit: 980, approximately 150 words)
 
d. Future Ambition and Sustainability
What are the organisation's ambitions for the future, and how is it positioning itself for continued growth and success? Please outline key priorities, opportunities, or strategic plans for the years ahead.
(Character limit: 980, approximately 150 words)
 
3 - Additional Achievements
You may provide up to five links to other significant achievements from the past year (e.g. awards, media coverage, product launches, or milestones).
Limit: 5 entries, each containing a title + link
 

Thank you for taking the time to showcase the organisation, its achievements, and why you believe it is Entrepreneur / SME of the Year. When submitting this application, please ensure you also send the organisation's logo to info@bccjapan.com.
Applications conclude on 30 September, and the BCCJ team will be in touch with you regarding next steps soon after. We look forward to celebrating your achievements on the evening of Friday, 13 November at the Fairmont Tokyo!
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